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Abstract 
Tornadoes are windstorms that are unpredictable and short lived. As a result, it is difficult to put wind-
measuring instruments in the path of a tornado. Wind speeds in tornadoes are assessed with indirect 
methods of physical evidence of damage or with remote sensing. This presentation discusses evolution of 
assessment of wind speed in tornadoes since 1970. In particular, it traces engineering based estimated 
(calculated where possible) wind speeds from damage, the development of F-scale by Dr. Ted Fujita in 1970 
and its enhancement into EF-scale in this millennium. The presentation also describes current efforts to 
improve EF-scale and current/future efforts in remote sensing procedures using radars. 
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