SEAS Outside Reader Policy for Doctoral Dissertations 

Composition of the Dissertation Committee

The Dissertation Committee will be composed of at least three UB faculty members who must be senior members of the UB Graduate School.  

The dissertation will also be read by an outside reader.  The outside reader is a person, outside the candidate’s home department, who holds a doctoral degree and is an active researcher in a field related to the dissertation topic.  If the outside reader is a UB faculty or staff member, he or she must be a senior member of the Graduate School.  If the reader is from outside UB, the reader should have research credentials comparable to those normally associated with a tenured or tenure track faculty position at a research university.  A former UB PhD student must be at least five years beyond graduation to serve as outside reader.  Former UB faculty members are not eligible to serve as outside readers as long as they continue to hold qualified faculty titles in the candidate’s home department.

Procedure

The Dissertation Committee is appointed at the time of submission of the Application to Candidacy.  

The outside reader is recommended jointly by the major professor(s) and the candidate to the Director of Graduate Studies of the candidate’s home department at least six weeks prior to the anticipated dissertation defense date.  The outside reader approval form is to be used for this purpose.   

If the outside reader will not be present at the dissertation defense, a brief written report that, at minimum, summarizes the main accomplishments of the dissertation work and their significance to the field of study must be prepared.  The report must be submitted to the Director of Graduate Studies and received before the defense is held. The report of the outside reader is considered by the Dissertation Committee during its deliberations.  

If the outside reader is present at the defense, he or she is not required to submit a written report.  In this case the outside reader is expected to sign the M form along with the members of the Dissertation Committee if the dissertation is accepted.  

The outside reader should receive a copy of the dissertation at least four weeks prior to the defense.  The letter of transmittal of the dissertation to the outside reader will include a copy of the SEAS outside reader policy as an attachment. 
SEAS OUTSIDE READER APPROVAL FORM 

Candidate Information:
Name of Student____________________________________________________________

Department________________________________________________________________

Title of Dissertation_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

Major Advisor(s)___________________________________________________________

Outside Reader Information:
Name____________________________________________________________________

Title_____________________________________________________________________

Employer_________________________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

E-mail___________________________________________________

Telephone________________________________________________

Will outside reader be attending the dissertation defense?
YES___  (Outside reader report is not required.)  

NO___  (Outside reader report must be received by the Department before the defense is held.)
Approval by the Director of Graduate Studies certifies that the outside reader meets the criteria described in the SEAS policy on outside readers.  

_____________________________________________________________________________

Name (printed)

     
Approved/Signature



Date

